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CALL INDUSTRIAL
SECTOR TARGETED

DEADLINE FOR
LETTER OF INTENT

DEADLINE FOR
DETAILED APPLICATION

25th
Industrial bio-products

Special call: 
CRIBIQ – CABIE – Mitacs

April 13, 2017 May 19, 2017

26th Bio-agri-food I April 14, 2017 May 19, 2017

27th Industrial bio-products
& Environment I April 14, 2017 May 19, 2017

28th

Bio-agri-food
Special call NOVALAIT:  

Dairy production
and processing

Non applicable October 13, 2017

29th Bio-agri-food II September 8, 2017 October 20, 2017

30th Industrial bio-products
& Environment II September 8, 2017 October 20, 2017

IMPORTANT DATES
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CRIBIQ

The Quebec industrial bioprocess research and innovation consortium (CRIBIQ) 
is a sector-focused industrial research community whose mission is to promote 
and finance the development of innovative high-performance bioprocesses in 
Quebec by facilitating collaboration between industrial partners and Public 
research institutes in Quebec (PRIQ). 

As of February 1st, 2017, CRIBIQ’s membership included 162 enterprises and PRIQ 
(universities, collegiate technology transfer centres and government-operated 
research centres). The CRIBIQ research program has provided a significant boost 
to R&D activities through financing of more than 132 collaborative research 
projects representing a total value of over $38 million, of which $12,7 million was 
granted by CRIBIQ.

162 members

117 industrials

32 PRIQ13 others

The present guide describes the terms of financing of projects within the framework of the CRIBIQ 
RESEARCH FUNDING PROGRAM for the period 2017–2018. Financing of these projects is made 
possible thanks to funding of CRIBIQ by Quebec’s Ministry of Economy, Science and Innovation 
(MESI) in accordance with the program of support for technology transfer and utilisation – facet 2: 
support for structuring projects – measure c: industrial research projects in collaboration (for details 
(in French) see PSVT volet 2c).

+$38 M 
Total value
of projects

+$12,7 M  
Granting

+132 
projects approved

+83  
projects underway

+48  
projects

completed
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From Biomass to Bio-based products

The action of CRIBIQ via its program of 
research funding fits into a value chain 
focused on transforming various bio-resources 
into value-added products intended for 
industrial sectors of major importance to the 
development of the Quebec bio-based economy.  

This transformation is to be achieved by allying 
Quebec’s expertise around innovative research 
projects that draw upon technologies applicable 
to bio-resource processing and valorization.

BIO-RESOURCES

TECHNOLOGIES

PRODUCTS / PROCESSES / INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

 § Forestry
 § Agricultural

 § Agri-food
 § Aquatic

 §Microbial
 § Residues

 § Production, purification and  
characterisation of biomolecules
 § Bioreactor/fermentation engineering
 § Bio-catalysis/Bioconversions
 § Physicochemical processing of biomass
 § Bio-filtration
 § Genomics

 §Metabolic engineering 
 § Directed evolution
 § Process intensification
 § Bio-informatics
 § Electrochemistry
 § Others

AGRI-FOOD SECTOR INDUSTRIAL BIO-PRODUCTS SECTOR ENVIRONMENTAL SECTOR

 § Agricultural production
 § Food processing
 § Health foods
 § Functional bio-ingredients

 § Biofuels
 § Bio-based chemical  
products
 § Bio-based materials

 § Bioremediation
 § Residue valorization
 § Biosensors
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Goals of the research program

The goal of the CRIBIQ research program is to co-finance innovative collaborative research 
projects involving enterprises and public research institutes that share a common interest in 
the development of bio-based products.

Funding of such projects by CRIBIQ is provided in the form of non-reimbursable financial 
contributions granted by Quebec’s Ministry of Economy, Science and Innovation (MESI).

The specific goals of the CRIBIQ collaborative research support program are as follows:

 § To GENERATE new know-how, knowledge and technologies for the benefit of the 
participating research partners;

 § To TRANSFER technologies, knowledge and know-how to Quebec industries;

 § To DEVELOP bioprocesses that have applications in multiple sectors;

 § To STIMULATE the integration of innovation into Quebec enterprises that have 
low potential for technological development;

 § To INCREASE the competitiveness of participating enterprises;

 § To CREATE and reinforce partnership between participating enterprises;

 § To SHARE the risks and direct economic fallouts accruing from the project among 
the participating enterprises;

 § To CREATE and reinforce partnerships among the enterprises and the research 
groups participating in the projects;

 § To TRAIN highly qualified personnel and promote their recruitment by the participating 
enterprises;

 § To REINFORCE the adoption of green technologies by Quebec enterprises. 

 
The projects must be carried out in collaboration between participating industrial partners and 
research institutes who must together identify the technological challenges that meet everyone’s 
needs. The collaborative research must thereby allow the development of synergy and a mutually 
beneficial relationship between the partners, combining knowledge, know-how, resources, raw 
materials, logistical means and techno-economic analyses in order to generate new technologies, 
processes, products or services. In addition, the participating enterprises must share equitably 
the associated risks and the direct economic benefits accruing from the project. “Direct economic 
benefit” refers to all wealth generated by the project in its commercialisation or implementation phase.

Collaborative research: a mandatory criterion! 
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Aimed fields of research

BIO-AGRI-FOOD
Agricultural production

 § Livestock reproduction and nutrition
 § Improvement of crop varieties
 § Conditioning and pre-treatment of biomasses
 § Development of bio-fertilisers, bio-stimulants and bio-pesticides

Food processing
 § Development of new methods of food processing and preservation 
 § Development of new products
 § Food safety
 § Identification and characterisation food allergens
 § Optimization of food flavour, colour, taste and texture 
 § Valorization of by-products

Health foods and functional bio-ingredients
 § Development or optimization of processed foods with improved health benefit factors
 § Production, conversion, characterisation of microorganisms or functional biomolecules
 § Separation/extraction/purification/production of bio-ingredients
 § Formulation

INDUSTRIAL BIOPRODUCTS
Biofuels:

 § Conditioning and pre-treatment of biomasses
 § Production, thermal or biological conversions, characterisation, performance evaluation
 § Bio-refining of agricultural and forestry biomasses

Chemicals and bio-sourced materials:
 § Production, thermal or biological conversion, characterisation, performance evaluation
 § Bio-refining of agricultural and forestry biomasses
 § Conditioning and pre-treatment of biomasses
 § Formulation and integration of renewable products
 § Separation/extraction, purification

ENVIRONMENT
 § Bioremediation: waste water and sewage treatment / Bio-restoration of contaminated sites 
 § Biosensors/Development of genomic or proteomic tools
 § Bio-filtration
 § Processing and valorization of residues
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Normal route followed by projects

Letter of intent 
(LOI)

Detailed 
application 

(DA)

Recommendation 
by the techno- 

economic analysis 
committee (TEAC)

Authorisation 
by the ministry 

(Note 1)

Research  
agreement 
or contract 
(partners)

Analysis and  
response to the 
LOI (CRIBIQ)

Analysis and 
oral presentation 

(TEAC)

Authorisation 
from the board  

of directors

Granting Letter 
from CRIBIQ

Funding and  
starting of  
the project

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

The techno-economic analysis committee (TEAC) is set up by the board of directors 
following each call for projects in order to assemble independent experts recognized for 
their expertise in the relevant scientific and technological fields as well as in industrial 
research, regulatory standards and R&D project management. 

This committee is mandated notably to carry out the following:

 § To evaluate the scientific, technological and economic aspects of the projects;

 § To select the most promising projects;

 § To recommend (or not) funding of the projects to the board of directors and the 
overseeing ministry.

Who may submit a letter of intent? 

The principal applicant named in the letter of intent may be an enterprise (CRIBIQ 
member or non-member) or a PRIQ participating in the project.

Who may submit a detailed application? 

The principal applicant named in the detailed application must be affiliated to a PRIQ 
participating in the project.
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2017-2018 Calendar of calls for projects

* SPECIAL CALLS processes (calls 25 and 28) will proceed differently from the process of general 
calls for projects (26, 27, 29, 30). CRIBIQ will produce SPECIFIC GUIDES for these two calls for projects, 
once the lines of research will be specified, and the terms of procedure will be defined with the respective 
financial partners. So :

i. Specific guide for the special call in collaboration with CRÉNEAU ACCORD ESTRIE and Mitacs 
will be launched in late february 2017.

ii. Specific guide for the special call in collaboration with NOVALAIT will be launched in june 2017.

Other calls for projects may be added to the 2017–2018 program. CRIBIQ is currently in discussion with 
governmental organizations in order to launch additional special project calls. Should these discussions 
be fruitful, these calls will be the subject of a special communication.

CALL
INDUSTRIAL SECTOR

TARGETED

DEADLINE
FOR LETTER
OF INTENT

DEADLINE
FOR DETAILED
APPLICATION

APPROVAL
BY THE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

CONTACT

25th

Industrial bio-products  
& Environment

SPECIAL CALL:   
CRIBIQ – CABIE – Mitacs*

April 13, 2017 May 19, 2017 July 12, 2017
Mrs. Anne-Hélène Boily
anne.helene.boily@cribiq.qc.ca

418 914-1608 (ext. 206)

26th Bio-agri-food I April 14, 2017 May 19, 2017 July 12, 2017
Mrs. Martyne Audet

martyne.audet@cribiq.qc.ca
418 914-1608 (ext. 202)

27th Industrial bio-products  
& Environment I

April 14, 2017 May 19, 2017 July 12, 2017
Mr. Anis Ben Amor
anis.benamor@cribiq.qc.ca

418 914-1608 (ext. 203)

28th

Bio-agri-food

SPECIAL CALL  
NOVALAIT :  

Dairy production
and processing

non applicable October 13, 2017 Decembre 8, 2017
Mrs. Anne-Hélène Boily
anne.helene.boily@cribiq.qc.ca

418 914-1608 (ext. 206)

29th Bio-agri-food II
September 8, 

2017
October 20, 2017 Decembre 8, 2017

Mrs. Martyne Audet
martyne.audet@cribiq.qc.ca

418 914-1608 (ext. 202)

30th Industrial bio-products  
& Environment II

September 8, 
2017

October 20, 2017 Decembre 8, 2017
Mr. Anis Ben Amor
anis.benamor@cribiq.qc.ca

418 914-1608 (ext. 203)
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Terms of funding

The terms of the financial support and the level at which CRIBIQ shall match industrial 
contributions will depend on the initial TECHNOLOGICAL READINESS LEVEL (TRL) of the 
project2.

Only projects at an initial TRL of 1 to 6 are admissible for CRIBIQ funding. 

Projects at initial TRL 1 – 3: Proof of concept project

CRIBIQ support up to 40 % of admissible expenditures
See Admissible expenditures and duration of projects (page 12)

Cash contribution from industry of at least 20 %

Total public funding of up to 80 % of admissible expenditures3

Participation of a university or CTTC is required

Involvement of at least two enterprises of which at least one conducts R&D  
and/or production in Québec4

Projects at initial TRL 4 – 6: Project in a simulated production environment

CRIBIQ support up to 25 % of admissible expenditures 
See Admissible expenditures and duration of projects (page 12)

Cash contribution from industry of at least 25 %

Total public funding of up to 75 % of admissible expenditures

Contributions in kind from industrial partners considered up
to 25 % of admissible expenditures

Involvement of at least one enterprise conducting R&D and/or production in Quebec

Participation of a university of CTTC or any other public research centre recognized by the MESI

The maximal sum granted by the MESI will not exceed $500,000
per year (i.e. a maximum of $1,500,000 over 3 years)5

TRL 1 – 3 TRL 4 – 6 TRL 7 – 9

Laboratory proof of concept
Validation and demonstration in a
simulated operating environment
(e.g. pilot or pre-commercial scale)

Prototype and demonstration
in operational environment
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Letter of intention and detailed 
application forms contents

The letter of intent form may be dowloaded at: 
www.cribiq.qc.ca/en/our-services/research-programm/research-funding-program-2017-2018

The detailed application form will be sent to applicants 
whose letter of intent has been accepted

LETTER OF INTENT FORM 
 § Principal applicant and co-applicant identification
 § Description of project proposal
 § Demonstration of project compatibility with CRIBIQ’s fields of research 
 § Description of the collaborative aspect of the project
 § Evaluation of initial project TRL
 § Financial package brief description (Excel File included with the form)

DETAILED APPLICATION FORM 

 § Principal applicant and co-applicant identification
 § Summary for public release
 § Project development context
 § Project objectives
 § Description of the product and/or processing and/or technology to be developed
 § Previous works results and project progress states
 § Innovative aspect(s) of the product and/or processing and/or technology to be developed
 § Conceptual scheme including the different stages of the project
 § Scaling potential of the process and/or the product manufacturing
 § Evaluation of initial project TRL
 § Potential economic fallouts of the project (description of the targeted market(s); potential 

customers; Integration of technology in the roadmap of the participating companies; 
direct economic fallouts for Quebec)

 § Schedule of activities and quantification of deliverables
 § Skills, expertise and infrastructures associated with the project realization
 § Detailed Budget (Excel file)

http://www.cribiq.qc.ca/en/our-services/research-programm/research-funding-program-2017-2018
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Admissible expenditures 
and duration of projects

 § Salaries and benefits, except for university researchers who are currently paid by their 
institution or by a government-operated granting organisation.

 § Scholarships for graduate students and post-docs.

 § Laboratory items (including probes and other small devices that come into 
direct contact with experimental materials), consumable products and supplies.  
Equipment expenses are not admissible.

 § Travel and lodging costs.

 § Costs incurred for knowledge dissemination.

 § Costs incurred for intellectual property management and exploitation.

 § Professional fees (contracts, sub-contracting, etc.) incurred by a PRIQ in the course  
of carrying out the project. These must be justified and represent no more than 10 % of 
the total budget without exceeding $20,000.

 § CRIBIQ management fees

The CRIBIQ research program is reserved for Consortium MEMBERS in good standing.  
All participating partners in projects will therefore be required to have paid in full the CRIBIQ 
membership fee or renewal thereof at the time of submission of the detailed application for funding.

For each research project funded, MANAGEMENT FEES6 in the amount of 8.5 % of the sum 
granted by CRIBIQ (plus taxes) will be charged via the participating PRIQ:

 § Forty percent (40 %) of these management fees will be paid from the support granted 
by the MESI; 

 § The remaining sixty percent (60 %) will come from the industrial participants, pro rata  
to the value of their financial contribution.

For projects involving universities that receive a portion of the CRIBIQ grant or the grant in its 
entirety, OVERHEAD FEES (administrative fees for research management) that are not included 
in the calculation of the financing ratio and that will be charged to the MESI, will correspond to 
27 % (fixed rate) of the CRIBIQ contribution to the following admissible expenditures:

 § Salaries, compensation and benefits
 § Student scholarships
 § Materials, consumable products and supplies

The participation of CRIBIQ in a project must be anticipated to last for no more than 36 months 
starting from the date of the first reimbursement of expenditures.
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Notes et references

Funding of projects is subject to the availability of funds granted by the ministry (MESI) to 
CRIBIQ. The recommendation of the CRIBIQ board of directors to fund a project is not a 
guarantee of a grant from the ministry. In addition, granting of funds by the ministry may be 
prioritised in accordance with the ranking of projects as determined by the techno-economic 
analysis committee.

ISO standard 16290: 2013 Space systems  
– Definition of technology readiness levels (TRLs) and their criteria of assessment; 
see also https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/ito-oti.nsf/fra/00849.html

Researchers are invited to maximise leverage through public contributions to the project 
by applying to federal, provincial or municipal programs of funding or granting. These 
include NSERC (CRD, IRC, ARD, chairs, INNOV, etc.), provincial and federal research chairs 
and networks of excellence, Mitacs, FRQNT programs, Agriculture and Agri-food Canada 
programs, Genome Canada (Génome Québec), and so on. We encourage researchers to 
apply simultaneously to these complementary sources of funding in order to reduce delays 
in project start-up.

Project funding may not be combined with funding obtained via another program covered 
by the MESI department of research, utilisation and technology transfer (e.g. Passeport 
Innovation). Acceptance of an application by other granting organisations does not guarantee 
acceptance in a CRIBIQ contest and vice versa. However, the applicant or applicants must 
indicate in the letter of intention the means by which they intend to complete funding through 
the participation of other organisations.

For projects with a technological maturity or technology readiness level TRL of 1 to 3, direct 
involvement of at least two businesses is required, and these must be independent (i.e. have 
no business relationship). The cash contributions of these industrial partners to Québec 
research institutes will be considered as being equivalent to cash contributions from Quebec 
businesses. 

Projects involving as sole industrial partner a Quebec industrial association or grouping 
that is a member of CRIBIQ (cooperative, union, etc.) will be considered as multi-industry 
and therefore not require the involvement of a second industrial partner. A cooperative or 
union refers to any grouping of private Quebec-based companies of which some number of 
members will enjoy the economic benefits accruing from the submitted project. Economic 
benefits refer to wealth generated by the commercialisation or implementation of the results 
of the project.

This amount may be adjusted downward in accordance with the budget allotted by the ministry.

Some complementary funding organisations, such as NSERC, consider the contribution by 
industry partners to CRIBIQ management fees as inadmissible expenditures. In this case, 
the project financial structure must be adjusted accordingly in order to avoid budgetary 
revisions once the project is underway.

1

2

3

4

5

6

https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/ito-oti.nsf/fra/00849.html
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 § Innovativeness or prospects therefor relative to the state of the art (Eliminatory Criterion)

 § Choice of methods versus project scientific or technical feasibility

 § Project structure, rigour in the definition of the deliverables and identification of the milestones 

 § Collaborative aspect of the project (Eliminatory Criterion)

 § Level of excellence or expertise of the participants from academia

 § The fit between the partnership and the scientific and technical goals

 § Realism of the project time-frame

 § Justification of the financial set-up versus the expenditures

 § Technology transfer and training of highly qualified personnel  
(students, post-docs, technicians, internships, etc.)

 § Potential for utilisation or integration of the project results by the industrial partners

 § Prospects for industrial application and the economic and commercial potential

Criteria of project selection

1. Scientific and/or technical quality

2. Methodology, quality of the project design

3. Quality of the consortium

5. The fit – Means – Feasibility

4. Impact of the project
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For more information about this guide,  
please contact a member of our team.

Mohammed Benyagoub
Chief executive officer

418 914-1608 (ext. 201) 
mohammed.benyagoub@cribiq.qc.ca

Anne Hélène Boily
Project coordinator

418 914-1608 (ext. 206) 
anne.helene.boily@cribiq.qc.ca

Anis Ben Amor
Innovation and Business 
Development Advisor - Industrial 
Biobased products & Environment

418 914-1608 (ext. 203) 
anis.benamor@cribiq.qc.ca

France Lapointe
Administrative assistant

418 914-1608 (ext. 204) 
france.lapointe@cribiq.qc.ca

Martyne Audet
Innovation and Business 
Development Advisor - 
Agrifood sector

418 914-1608 (ext. 202) 
martyne.audet@cribiq.qc.ca

Tania Sibler
Corporative  
and finance assistant

418 914-1608 (ext. 200) 
tania.sibler@cribiq.qc.ca

Projects at an initial TRL of 1–3 Projects at an initial TRL of 4–6 

Industrial partners $20,000 (20 %)

$25,000 (25 %)

Equivalent contributions  
in kind of 25 000 $ (25 %)

CRIBIQ $40,000 (40 %) $25,000 (25 %)

Other public funding  
(NSERC, FRQNT, MITACS, etc.)

$40,000 (40 %) $50,000 (50 %)

EXAMPLES OF FINANCIAL SET-UPS  
FOR A PROJECT INVOLVING $100,000 OF ADMISSIBLE EXPENDITURES

mailto:mohammed.benyagoub%40cribiq.qc.ca?subject=
mailto:anne.helene.boily%40cribiq.qc.ca?subject=
mailto:anis.benamor%40cribiq.qc.ca?subject=
mailto:france.lapointe%40cribiq.qc.ca?subject=
mailto:martyne.audet%40cribiq.qc.ca?subject=
mailto:tania.sibler%40cribiq.qc.ca?subject=


Consortium de recherche et innovations  
en bioprocédés industriels au Québec 
Le Delta 1 Building, office D1-1320 
2875, boul. Laurier 
Quebec (Quebec) G1V 2M2

418 914-1608 
cribiq@cribiq.qc.ca 
www.cribiq.qc.ca

Financial partner:

Mission
The CRIBIQ is a sector-focused industrial research community whose mission 
is to promote and finance the development of innovative high-performance 
bioprocesses in Quebec by facilitating collaboration between industrial partners 
and Quebec’s public research institutes (PRIQ). 

mailto:cribiq%40cribiq.qc.ca?subject=
http://www.cribiq.qc.ca
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